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7 day alaska explorer

Aboard holland america line’s, Oosterdam
Embark on convenient roundtrip Seattle adventure, offering spectacular Hubbard Glacier
vistas, whale-watching and stops in rough-hewn Ketchikan and Alaska’s capital, Juneau.
Oosterdam, a Vista-class ship, recently emerged from dry dock with exciting updates—including completely refreshed
suites and new lounge, dining and entertainment venues, such as Music Walk™, with Lincoln Center Stage, B.B. King’s
Blues Club and Billboard Onboard. Guests can choose from among delectable specialty restaurants, hone culinary skills
with EXC Port to Table and thrill to BBC Earth Experiences.

Seattle, Washington | Scenic cruising Stephens Passage | Juneau,
Alaska | Hubbard Glacier | Sitka, Alaska | Ketchikan, Alaska |
Victoria, British Columbia | Seattle, Washington
Inside

Category L

from*

$1,295

Oceanview

Category F

from*

$1,575

Balcony

Category VD

from*

$2,045

$350pp deposit due at booking. Final payment due by
2/3/21 *All rates are per person, based on double
occupancy, subject to change. Airfare, transfers, gratuities
and travel insurance are additional.

Contact Anna Tallman at Cruise Holidays & Comfort Tours
816-505-1500 │ anna@chkc.travel

SEATTLE: Bounded by the Puget Sound to the west and Lake Washington to the east, and surrounded by forests and mountains, Seattle, Washington boasts a stunning location.
But the largest city in the Pacific Northwest is as much an homage to human ingenuity as it is to natural beauty. From logging to shipbuilding to aircraft manufacturing to modern-day software and biotech development,
the Emerald City has worn a succession of industrial hats, birthing the likes of Amazon and Starbucks—not to
mention music legends Jimi Hendrix and Nirvana—along the way.
PUDGET SOUND: The Puget Sound fills the notch of western Washington’s mitten shape, and goes more formally by the name Salish Sea, since the ecosystem stretches up into the San Juan Islands and British Columbia’s
neighboring Gulf Islands. With luck, visitors will see pods of endangered orcas here—pods that have been enjoying a 2015–16 baby boom. Also keep an eye out for humpback whales bubble-net feeding: Teams of whales
spiral upward around prey, blowing cyclones of air. When the panicked fish crowd into a column, the predators
launch toward the surface en masse—pleated throats wide open—to suck in as many as possible.
Stephens Passage is like the best shortcut in the world, a straight line through Southeast Alaska in a landscape that comes with very few straight lines. It’s not only people and ships that use the passage: Concentrated in and around its waters is a greatest hits of Alaskan wildlife, from humpback whales, the whoosh of their
breath loud enough to be heard almost a kilometer away, to giant sea lions and their very distinctive smell—
well, okay, call it a stink—that can carry just as far.
The water of the passage is ridiculously deep, well over 300 meters (1,000 feet) in places. But in this landscape
cut by the last ice age, you really have to measure to the mountain peaks for true scale: They climb to summits
at 1,500 meters (5,000 feet), their slopes covered with forests, meadows that turn sunset into alpenglow, and
best of all, by the purple tinge of glaciers that form the passage’s crown.
Juneau, Alaska may well be the most remote, most beautiful and strangest state capital in the United States.
Surrounded by water, forest and mountain sights, visitors seeking things to do in Juneau indoors and outdoors
can hike a glacier, eat fresh-caught fish on a seaside patio and tour a grand capitol building all in one day.
The city itself is pleasant, but the real highlight of a visit to Juneau is tracking down some wildlife. You can
hike up Mount Roberts to chance upon wild deer and bald eagles. Most sightseeing and whale-watching tours
head north to Auke Bay—bring a good pair of binoculars to get the best view of these majestic and surprisingly
graceful creatures
HUBBARD GLACIER: Sailors used to worry about falling off the edge of the world. Surely somewhere out there,
it all simply stopped, and the only thing left to do would be to fall. But what if you discover that you’ve already
fallen, and now you’re trying to get back up? That’s what sailing towards Hubbard Glacier feels like.
The glacier is up to 65 meters (213 feet) wide at its face and 50 meters (164 feet) tall, but that’s only the tiniest
piece of the ice: The main channel of this frozen river begins 122 kilometers (76 miles) back, pouring down
from around the 3,400-meter (11,100-foot) mark off the shoulder of Mt. Walsh.

Hubbard is the longest tidewater glacier (meaning it ends at the ocean) in North America. But unlike nearly
every other tidewater glacier on the continent, Hubbard is advancing, not retreating; it’s forever pushing a
little further into the bay. Chunks of ice that break off become floaties for seals, who like the bergs because
orca sonar doesn’t work well among them.
The deep blue of the face of the glacier on a sunny day—the color made by compression of ice crystals that
can be a foot or more long—is the blue of the furthest stars. The glacier is on the move.
SITKA: Sailing into Sitka today, you’ll still see vestiges of Russia’s influence, including the unmistakable onion
dome of St. Michael’s Cathedral and the Russian Bishop’s House, both National Historic Landmarks. Stop by the
visitor center of the Sitka National Historical Park to peruse its interesting collections of Russian and Native Alaskan artifacts, and then join a ranger-led tour of the battlefield where Russia defeated the native Tlingit people.
Sitka also boasts an abundance of epic natural scenery and wildlife. Take a walk up Castle Hill to enjoy an ideal
vantage point across the water to the dormant volcano Mount Edgecumbe, and trips to the nearby Fortress of
the Bear and the Alaska Raptor Center offer up-close encounters with some of Alaska’s most captivating creatures.
KETCHIKAN: Alaska’s “First City” of Ketchikan is so named because it’s the first major landfall for most cruisers
as they enter the picturesque fjords of the Inside Passage, where the town clings to the banks of the Tongass
Narrows, flanked by green forests nurtured by abundant rain.
Ketchikan has long been an important hub of the salmon-fishing and -packing industries—visitors can try their
luck on a sportfishing excursion or simply savor the fresh seafood at one of the local restaurants. It is also one
of the best spots along the Inside Passage to explore the rich cultural sights of Native Alaskan nations like the
Tlingit, Haida and Tsimshian. You can see intricately carved totem poles at the Totem Heritage Center and Totem
Bight State Park, while the attractions of Saxman Village just outside of Ketchikan offers the chance to see Tlingit
culture in action, with working carvers and a dance show in the clan house.
VICTORIA: Of all the cities in Canada, Victoria may be the furthest from Great Britain, but it has the most British
vibe. Between sipping afternoon tea, visiting flower gardens and castles and stopping in at pubs, one could easily forget about the Pacific Ocean lapping at the other side of Vancouver Island. The influence of the First Nations
culture is also strong here in Victoria, with totem poles taking a front-and-center position on the Inner Harbour
and in Beacon Hill Park. Extensive galleries are devoted to the history of the First People at the Royal British
Columbia Museum, too, one of Victoria’s top tourist attractions. Other waves of immigration besides that of the
English are evident in the streets of Canada’s oldest Chinatown here, as well as on the menus of the city’s many
restaurants, pizzerias and tavernas.

